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Finishing the Task – Transform World 

When Revelation God came to Habakkuk, from being “a prophet in crisis” he became “a 

prophet of praise” Habakkuk, whose name means “he that embraces,” was called by God to embrace 

the problem of “justice in the world,” and the mystery of God’s ways and purpose concerning evil. 

Habakkuk questioned almighty God in Habakkuk 1:2-4, he could not understand how God can 

tolerate the deed of injustice and do not listen to the voice calling for help. 

  

In his second complaint regarding God’s subsequent corrective action in using the Chaldeans, 

Habakkuk wondered: Why would God’s chosen people to be allowed to suffer in this way? 

Habakkuk could understand neither the gross sin of his people in Judah who had fallen into severe 

moral and social decay, with violence, oppression of the poor, and corruption nor God’s seeming 

indifference to the severe chastisement by the pagan Babylonians. 

When the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do? (Psalm 11:3) 

We can learn from the actions of Habakkuk how to respond in the devastation of the institutions in his 

day. From wondering and worrying in chapter 1, to watching and waiting in chapter 2 to worshiping 

and witnessing in chapter 3. Fellow minister of the gospel. 

God is advancing His Kingdom purposes –a world filled with the knowledge of His glory – in our 

day and inviting his servants to join on His mission of transformation by doing the following 3 things: 

I. Reflect on the vision of a world filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 

waters cover the sea to Finishing-the Task – Transform World examining the Biblical 

Roots  

II. Write down the vision of a world filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 

waters cover the sea  

III. Run with the Vision of a world filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 

waters cover the sea  

 

I.     Fishing the Task -- Transform World begins with Reflection on the Word of God.  

       What is God is saying to us in His Word? 

 

Biblical basis of our ministry is mandated by Jesus to His disciples in Mathew 28:19 “to make 

disciples of all people groups” In koine Greek, it reads, “Panta Ta Ethnē ” which can be translated 

“all people groups,” or “all peoples,” or “all nations.” 

The Content Innovation Team (CIT) defines the meaning of a Greek or Hebrew word within a 

specific verse of the Bible which they call the Sense definition. They conclude that in Matthew 28:19 

it means “a large group of people (people group) based on various cultural, physical, or geographical 

ties!”  

The revelation of God directly came to Habakkuk the prophet when He said: “Look at the nations and 

watch—and be utterly amazed. I am going to do something in your days that you would not 

believe, even if you were told.” scholar CH Dodd observes, “the unexpected intervention of God,” 

relates to the conversion of the Gentiles.” 

God calls his servant, Israel, to a new task: to be a light to the nations—the ethnē—saying: 

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise the tribes of Jacob 
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and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that 

my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (see Isaiah 49:6).  

 

Paul interprets Habakkuk 1:5 as an astonishment of God's work not only to use the cruel Chaldeans to 

discipline His people but aimed ultimately at the conversion of all the ethne (See Acts 13:41). It was 

no surprise, the next week when they came together that there arose a division between the Jews and 

Gentiles as some Jews reacted violently against Paul and his message. Paul and Barnabas would now 

team up to share the gospel of Christ among the ethne. 

In Acts 13:2-3, when Paul and Barnabas were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 

said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” That was a New 

Testament spiritual and biblical root of finishing the task.  

How does Habakkuk 1:5 fit in this picture? 

Paul quoted this verse to conclude his first recorded sermon in the Bible, the double fulfillment of the 

prophecy.  The first destruction of Jerusalem took place by the Chaldeans/Babylonians. The second 

destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans during the siege of 70 AD. 

Even as these words of Habakkuk 1:5 were reminiscent of warnings uttered earlier by Isaiah in the 

days of the Assyrian peril (Isaiah 28:21–22; 29:14) 

Luke interprets Habakkuk 1:5 as astonishment of God's work aimed at the conversion of the Gentiles 

including all the ethnē -- all the unreached peoples. In his sermon, quoted by Luke, Paul used the term 

ergos which normally was translated as ‘work’ in English to refer to the task of church planting.  

 

By 48 AD the church was extending overseas with Paul, there was a church planting movement 

(CPM) for the next 12 years among the ethnē in Cyprus, Lystra, Philippi, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, 

Macedonia, and Greece.  

Paul was sharing with the different people groups the “knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea.” As disciples were made and churches were formed, Luke could say, “the word 

grew and multiplied” (Acts 12:24). 

Paul and Barnabas accomplished the missionary “work” that the Holy Spirit had commissioned them. 

As Paul and Barnabas were passing through Phoenicia and Samaria, they met Hellenized Jews 

believers, “describing in detail” with the fullest and clearest declaration what God had done resulting 

in the conversion of the Gentiles (Acts 15:3). 

II.   Write down the vision. Make it plain. Record this vision to preserve it for posterity, so that all 

who read it would respond and run with that vision. 

 

Habakkuk may well have reflected and responded by writing down the precise wording (see 

Habakkuk 2:14) from Isaiah, to describe the nature of a transformed world as a world filled with the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9). 

 

3 Characteristics of a Kingdom Movement to transform the world  

 

A. APPOINTMENTS for transformation: it is all about Jesus as revealed in Isaiah 11:1 There shall 

come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  Fresh life 

will emerge in a new catalytic agent of change, called a Rod and a Branch.  who is also called the 

Root of David in Revelation 5:5. 

 

B. ATTRIBUTES for Transformation, Isaiah 11:2 signals the seven-fold gifting of the Holy Spirit 

resting on Jesus. “And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 



  
 

 
http://2020gap4ftt.org 

 
info@gap4ftt.org 

 
+82-2-593-3335 

 

[NOTES_TEMPLATE.docx] P a g e  3 | 3 

 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.” 

 

 

C. ACCOMPLISHMENTS of Transformation which include the emergence of Kingdom 

Movements  

Kingdom Movements as illustrated in Isaiah 11:6 “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, …the nursing 

child shall play over the hole of the cobra.  That represents a transformed world in which they shall 

not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain (the Kingdom, Isaiah 2:2-3).  

In these Kingdom Movements, the prophet highlights our need to reach, rescue, root in the Word of 

God, and release the children of the world – the “tender shoots” the 4/14ers in our world – as partners 

in our mission to transform the world.  The child is referenced 3 times in the Messianic Kingdom in 

Isaiah 11. 

III.    Run with the Vision of the Earth Filled with the Knowledge of the Glory of the 

Lord as the Waters Cover the Sea 

Now is the time to run together with young and old, male, and female 

Our goal is Disciple Making Movement – for every ethnē. 

Joshua Project informs us that 84% of all the unreached people groups are in the 10/40 Window. 

We must work to accomplish the following: 
• Have workers in every people group – Finishing the Task (the organization) focus 

• Have disciples/churches in every people group – IMB focus 

• Have movements in every people group – 24:14 Initiative focus 

• Impact every area of society – Transform World focus 

• Have the full Scriptures available in every language – SIL/Wycliffe/Others focus 

• Present the Gospel to every person – Cru/GMO/Jesus Film Project/Go2020 focus 

• Adoption of every frontier people group in the heart of our mission challenge for prayer.  

 Mobilize prayer for the heart of our challenge – South Asia Frontier Peoples which 72% of the 

Frontier People Groups with less than .1% Christian 

Book of Habakkuk starts with his beginning question “how long must I cry?” and ends with his final 

words “I will rejoice in the God of my salvation,” and the reason for the rejoicing as stated in 

Habakkuk 2:14 was an emerging transformed world as “The Task” is finished: This world, with all of 

its peoples, will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
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